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Selected emails from our listeners
Answers to the Questions

The reason for stating separately Korach and naTan 2T losing the xan n%21v could be
different niv'w as to which group this applies.

Secondly Korach and followers were all punished regardless of age whereas 72T on T
from 20 to age 60 only so not the same.

Israel Press

1. Korach and group mostly shevet levi which was not considered dor hamidbar since
they did not sin by meraglim or egel so gemorah needs to say both have no reward in
the world to come.

2. According to Ibn Ezra he says no order for the Torah and Korach happened right
after Ahron and his sons were anointed which happened way before the meraglim and
dor hambidbar losing reward in the world to come.

Isaac Sprecher

Shevet Levi did not go into the gezeira of the meraglim, those that were with Korach

however, lost their chelek for olam haba

Samuel Obstfeld
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Shalom. The gquestion was regarding the necessity of the Gemara to quote Rabbi
Akiva's statement that the congregation of Korach has no share in Olam Habah if the
Gemara stated right afterwards that the Dor Hamidbar has no share in Olam Habah
according to Rabbi Akiva.

Attempted Answers: (2 attempts)

(1) The machlokesim in the Gemara are independent of each other. It could be that
even though R' Elazar and the other Rabbanim who argued with R' Akiva on daf 'p(b),
they would agree with him regarding Korach and his eidah. The other side of the
machlokes regarding Dor Hamidbar calls that generation the "chassidim” of Hashem.
They may argue with R' Akivah here, but by Korach and his eidah whom the Torah call
"reshaim”, they would be modeh. In order to teach out the machlokesim, it was stated

twice even though to R' Akiva's opinion there was no need.

(2) The Dor Hamidbar not having Olam Habah may only have affected those who were

part of the punishment of the spies. Women, those under 20, and the tribe of Levi may



not have been part of this statement and still subject to Olam Habah. The eidah of
Korach affected people differently than the Dor Hamidbar, in that anyone (even women
and the tribe of Levi and under 20) who was a part of the sin has no share to Olam
Habah according to R' Akiva, which we wouldn't have deduced from the statement

about Dor Hamidbar.

Hi,

First, a response to the riddle of the week: at least some portion of Korach's eida were
leviyim, who were excluded from the general punishment of the dor ha'midbar because
they didn't take part in the cheit ha'meragilim (see Bava Basra 121b).
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That isn't a fully satisfying answer since some members of Korach's group were clearly
not b'nei Levi (e.g., Dasan and Aviram) and would fall into both groups, but I'd say still
acceptable since all that is required for the drasha to be necessary is for some number

of people to be excluded from the latter drasha.

David Birnbaum



